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AS PART of International Socialist
Alternative (ISA), an organisation
of revolutionary socialists in over
30 countries, the Socialist Party is
mobilising our members and sup-
porters to Glasgow for the UN Cli-
mate Change Conference this
November. If you are interested
in joining us, sign up here: 

https://tinyurl.com/COP26ISA

We face the biggest threat to hu-
manity in history. Yet no govern-
ment anywhere has acted
adequately. If ever revolutionary
change was called for it is now.

1. No time to lose — 
resource the solutions 
For unprecedented, massive public
investment in services, housing, in-

frastructure, reforestation and re-
newable energy to stop emissions
and to protect us against climate re-
lated disasters. We need more, bet-
ter & free public transport and a
zero carbon economy!

2. ‘Make the real 
polluters pay
The capitalist market cannot solve
the climate problem. Tax the super-
rich and corporations to invest in
green technology, energy and jobs.
Take the destructive fossil fuel com-
panies out of private, profit-seeking
hands immediately. 

3. Protect land & 
resources from corpo-
rate exploitation

Stop pipeline projects, deforesta-
tion and imperialist exploitation
of natural resources. Protect the
needs and rights of Indigenous
and all working-class communi-
ties. Ensure guaranteed jobs for all
workers.

4. Strike together
against the system —
build a fighting cli-
mate movement 
Organise grassroots climate com-
mittees of students and workers
— activate your community,
school, workplace and union from
bottom to top. Build a coordi-
nated mass movement of protests
and strikes, which could paralyse
the whole economy to force the
changes we need. 

5. Democratic planning,
not market chaos 
A system based on private owner-
ship, profit and competition can
only further destroy, not save the
planet. We can only control what we
own, so public ownership of the
world’s resources and industries is
vital. To rapidly cut emissions while
guaranteeing a decent life and fu-
ture for all, the economy must be
publicly owned and democratically
planned by the working-class ma-
jority, as part of an international so-
cialist system. 

6. Capitalism offers only
a future of disasters 
The capitalist system is based on
the exploitation of people and na-
ture, damaging both relentlessly. It
breeds poverty, displacement and
wars, racism and sexism, and
countless other social ills. Climate
catastrophe will only make these
worse. Every struggle against injus-
tice is part of the struggle against
capitalism. 

7. International workers’
solidarity instead of 
nationalist rivalry
Build the movement across all bor-

ders — there are no national solu-
tions. Cancel all foreign debts and
scrap patents on green technology,
as well as medical and pharmaceuti-
cal technology. Knowledge, skills
and resources must be shared
based on international workers’ soli-
darity and cooperation. 

8. Change the world —
fight for socialism
To save our planet we need to end
capitalism. That’s no small ask but
there's no other way and time is
running out. We can do it — we
have the social power — if we or-
ganise. Revolutionary change re-
quires revolutionary ideas and
organisation, that’s what ISA is striv-
ing to build — join us today! 

Socialist action on climate change 

We need to build climate strikes bigger than ever

Public transport is already free in Luxembourg

Gulf stream slowdown another warning: end capitalist climate chaos!
By Haritha Olaganathan

The Gulf stream is one of
many currents in the At-

lantic Meridional Overturning
Circulation (AMOC), an essen-
tial system credited for the hos-
pital climate of the Northern
hemisphere, particularly coun-
tries like Ireland. Climate sci-
entists now have serious
concerns about AMOC weaken-
ing and possibly eventually
stalling altogether. 

AMOC’s current pace – its slowest
in 1,600 years – urgently puts into
question the necessary steps to solv-
ing the climate crisis. Further unlin-
ing the urgency, it is witnessed
alongside a summer of bludgeoning
natural disasters across the globe.

Data from the last 100,000 years
shows that AMOC can fall back to a
more unstable and slower state
within a matter of decades. Today’s
slowing isn’t because of natural
changes in flow but a direct response
to our planet’s warming.

Tipping points
This could be an overwhelming
predicament – AMOC has a height-
ened status in our environment as a
massive heat and carbon sink. The
recent IPCC report found that 56% of
CO2 emitted into the atmosphere

since 1960 has been absorbed by
forests, soil and oceans. These car-
bon sinks are already becoming sat-
urated and losing efficacy, but a
collapse of a key circulation system
could be a disastrous tipping point
for our climate.

In all of the five greenhouse gas
scenarios projected by the IPCC, a
temperature increase of at least 1.5°C
above pre-industrial levels is reached
by 2030, and any increase beyond
this bodes “progressively serious,
centuries-long and, in some cases, ir-
reversible consequences.” This is not
because of magic numbers that cause
an immediate environmental shut-
down, but because small quantitative
changes in temperature build-up to
trigger a large-scale qualitative
change to the environment through
tipping points. 

The stalling of AMOC would lead
to increased droughts in South Asia
and West Africa; stormy weather in
Europe; pushing up sea levels along
the US East Coast; endangering the
Amazon rainforests and Antarctic ice
sheets. This in turn causes sea levels
to rise and melts Arctic permafrost,
where the unfreezing soil releases
potent methane gas, contributing to
further heating unfurling the very
worst effects of the climate crisis that
makes our planet increasingly hos-
tile to human life.

This must be avoided at all costs. 

It’s not humans, it’s capitalism
The IPCC report contains a colossal
amount of data to substantiate the
idea of the central role of “human-
ity” in spurring on the climate crisis.
Yet degradation of the earth isn’t
written into human nature. Rather
it’s in the nature of capitalism,
which puts the drive for profits for
big business before every other con-

sideration. Thus the environment is
seen as an infinite pit of resources
to drain because that is what is most
profitable today.

Far from being tethered to these
destructive methods, working-class
people’s needs and desires are in
contradiction to capitalist profits –
in fact, as workers, we are exploited
in the pursuit of profits in the same
way as the planet. 

Even when capitalist governments

nominally accept the reality of the
climate crisis, they invariably prom-
ise too little, too late. The last time
the atmosphere was as warm as it is
today sea levels were up to ten me-
tres higher, which would submerge
many of our major coastal cities,
home to 200 million people.

Let’s mobilise to save the planet
The climate crisis is brutally unfold-
ing before our very eyes. This sum-
mer saw devastating heatwaves in
North America, wildfires ravage
countries throughout Europe,
famine in Madagascar and flooding
bringing villages and towns across
Belgium, Germany and China to
rubble. 

Socialists, like scientists, are not
fortune tellers – we cannot predict
the exact timing of tipping points
such as the stalling of the Gulf
stream. However, we know that
there is little stopping them from
taking place under the current sys-
tem – only a break with the profit
motive in a world where production
and investment is democratically
planned for the lives and safety of
the majority can we end the evils of
over-production and pollution. 

The climate crisis adds urgency to
the task of building a force capable of
bringing this rotten system to its
knees. 

Dire indications show Gulf Stream slowing down
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By Daniel Waldron

The TOrIes’ planned Na-
tional Insurance rise is an-

other attack on low and
middle-income workers –
many already struggling to
make ends meet – from a gov-
ernment which shamelessly
represents the super-rich.
using the Covid crisis as a pre-
text, they claim this tax rise is
aimed at supporting the health
service. In reality, it is part of
their sinister agenda to under-
mine our Nhs and allow it to
be parcelled off to their big
business friends.

Undoubtedly, we need increased
funding for our health and social
care services. They have been left
creaking at the seams by decades of
cuts, underfunding and privatisation
by politicians at both Westminster
and Stormont. Even before Covid,
one in six people in Northern Ire-
land were on a waiting list.

However, additional funding
should not come at the expense of or-
dinary workers, including NHS staff
who have just been offered a miserly
3% ‘pay-rise’ as ‘thanks’ for their
frontline role during the pandemic –

a pay-cut when rising living costs,
such as huge energy price hikes, are
considered. The move would leave
young workers also shouldering stu-
dent loan debt having more taken out
of their pay packet than those earn-

ing over £150,000!
Instead, the wealth should be

taken from the billionaires who have
made a killing over the course of the
last 18 months, while working-class
people have been fighting just to
keep their heads above water. In the
first three months of lockdown
alone, the UK’s billionaires in-
creased their personal wealth by £27
billion! Funds could also be directed
away from destructive military proj-
ects, such as the £205 billion ear-
marked to replace the Trident
nuclear weapons system.

Tory privatisation plans
Health Secretary Sajid Javid laugh-
ably claims he is part of a “compas-
sionate Conservative government”
which “cares deeply about the NHS”.
Yet their Health and Care Bill – cur-
rently passing through Parliament –
will give private healthcare vultures a
seat at the table when NHS funds are
being allocated, and allow them to
cherry-pick services to run for profit. 

Rather than being invested di-
rectly into public health services,
much of the money raised through
the National Insurance hike will go
into the coffers of private health
companies, contracted to take on
NHS patients. From 2023, the in-
crease is to be separated out into a
separate levy, potentially laying the
basis for a shift towards a US-style,
private insurance system – some-
thing which the DUP’s Sammy Wil-
son seems to endorse!

The working class cannot afford
to take this attack lying down. The
trade union movement must de-
velop a plan of action – including
major protests and industrial action
– to block this tax hike on workers,
and demand that wealth be taken
out of the hands of the billionaires
in order to fund a high-quality,
comprehensive and fully public
NHS for all. Socialist Party activists
in the trade unions will be raising
the call for a real fightback on this
issue in the coming days.

North: National Insurance hike
Tories rob workers to pay private health fat cats

South:Maternity care during Covid  
– state misogyny continues

By Emma Quinn

AN OUTPOURING of anger and
frustration has erupted again in
light of the release of the third se-
ries of “The Rotunda” on RTE. Film-
ing of the docuseries coincided with
strict restrictions on maternity serv-
ices. The reality of maternity care in
2021 was pain and anguish for the
thousands of people who had to at-
tend antenatal appointments, and
experience labouring and caring for
newborns alone. 

Partners sit in cars, 
govt sit on hands
A combination of long-term under-
funding of maternity services and
backward misogynistic attitudes to
every aspect of women’s health and
sexuality by the Irish state has con-
tributed to the dangerous crisis situa-
tion pregnant people and their
families now find themselves in. 

l Since June at least one in ten
Covid patients in ICU were pregnant. 

l According to the Rotunda, only
40% of pregnant patients are vacci-
nated (compared to 91% of the gen-
eral population). 
l Strict restrictions on partner ac-

cess throughout the pandemic has re-
sulted in thousands of people
experiencing pregnancy related trau-
mas alone and has deprived pregnant
people of essential support and even
advocacy during and after birth.

Government priorities 
Throughout the pandemic the gov-
ernment has remained laser-focused
on the reopening of business and re-
lated issues, with maternity care a
clear afterthought. Even now that 22
October has become a deadline for
the lifting of remaining restrictions in

society, there is no commitment to
lifting restrictions in hospitals. 
Government abandonment of the

public maternity system is not a re-
cent development. Everyone knows
the Irish state has a horrendous record
in regards to pregnant women. Yet
minimal effort has been made to en-
gage with understandable concerns
around maternal healthcare in a
global pandemic, or crucially, vaccina-
tion during pregnancy. 

Urgent action
Now urgent action must be taken to
fund an information campaign that
explains the vital benefits of vaccina-
tion and to provide rapid testing for
patients and their partners.
The pandemic has deepened every

inequality women experience, mater-
nity care included, with class and race
also being key determinants to quality
of care. Around the world a pregnant
person or newborn dies every 11 sec-
onds – this is a totally unnecessary
human tragedy and an indictment of
the patriarchal capitalist system. 

South: Demand schools are made safe 
– reject mass infection of the young

By Ruth Coppinger, 
secondary school teacher & parent 

WITh sChOOls reopen-
ing, many parents and

young people will no doubt be
delighted. We all want an end
to the pandemic and the physi-
cal and mental toll it’s taking on
young people. Keeping schools
open as long as health and
safety permits is a social neces-
sity, both for students them-
selves and for working parents. 

Why then has the government
done so little to make schools safe? 

This will be the first time schools
reopen with Delta as the dominant
variant and with most restrictions
being lifted at the same time. The
Delta variant is more transmissible
and has more serious health conse-
quences for the young. Given that no
real mitigation measures are in place
in schools, a political decision seems
to have been made to allow mass in-
fection of children with Covid-19.

A very uncertain time 
After 18 months, we know masks,
vaccines and ventilation can work
against Covid — yet school students
don’t have these. You wouldn’t think
we had the highest number of Covid
cases in the EU — during the sum-
mer when schools were off. Now,
around 3,000 primary and 1,000
secondary schools will reopen. In
some urban areas where case num-
bers are high, schools have 1,000
pupils or more.

The new message from the politi-
cal establishment is away from a
public health emphasis to ‘personal
responsibility’. Children and young
teenagers can’t exercise much per-
sonal responsibility inside school, or
insist windows are opened or air

monitors put in place. They rely on
adults.

Still a real, dangerous threat 
Ministers have been effectively
gaslighting and making out there will
always be people who are ‘nervous’. 

What is the real situation in
schools? Yes, teachers and SNAs will
mostly have had the opportunity to
be vaccinated, which is a hugely pos-
itive change on last year. But stu-
dents have not! 

Delta is twice as transmissible as
the original virus. Vaccines may only
reduce transmission by 50 to 60%.
The government has given the wrong
impression that the virus isn’t that
dangerous for young people. They’ve
misused figures. 

Long Covid is serious for young
people. It’s a multiorgan syndrome
with diverse symptoms. An esti-
mated 4,400 under-18s currently
have it in Ireland. It can take
months, even a year, from the quality
of life of a young person. 

Risking children’s health 
We have to reject the mass infection
of young people as a government
strategy. The government Covid plan
for schools is the same as last year,
with the one addition of air monitors
— portable, not for every room. The
recommended levels for air quality

are also nearly twice that of the UK.
The Independent Scientific Advo-

cacy Group outlined a scenario for
what could happen in a sample school
in autumn / winter using NPHET fig-
ures: Taking average class size as 24,
with only one class for every level of
primary school (most schools have
much more), would be 192 children.
At current infection rates of 0.3%,
there’s a 40% chance a group of 192
will have one person spreading.

Without proper mitigation meas-
ures (no masks, vaccine,  air filters,
testing etc): the majority of suscepti-
ble children could be infected within
2-3 months; two from this school
could be hospitalized; and 13 to 29
could suffer Long Covid.

WHAT’S NEEDED:
lhigh quality masks. This should in-
clude primary children over 5 (med-
ical exemptions);
l ventilation and HEPA filtration. A
filter & CO2 monitor for every class;
l create more space by drastically
reducing class sizes. Invest the nec-
essary resources to hire more teach-
ers & SNAs.
l full transparency re cases & isola-
tion of anyone at risk;
l Regular testing in schools, col-
leges & universities;
l provide vaccines for children
under 12s, when one is approved

Johnson continues with anti-worker and anti-NHS policies
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The Zappone Affair & the 
hapless political establishment

By Mick Barry TD

The “KATherINe Zappone
affair” clearly showed that

cronyism is alive and very well
in the upper echelons of Ire-
land’s political establishment. 

It’s clear to anyone with an ounce
of wit that the Foreign Affairs Minis-
ter must have agreed to create a job
for Zappone as a special envoy at the
United Nations back in late February
or early March. 

Zappone is not a member of Fine
Gael but worked closely with it as a
minister in the previous Government.
She gave evidence against the Job-
stown defendants in the water
charges trial back in 2017 and showed
her value to the capitalist establish-
ment in many other ways besides. 

Unfortunately for Coveney he had
to go to his senior department offi-
cials to get the new job officially cre-
ated. In the meantime, Zappone sent
him a series of texts thanking him
profusely and trying to get the new
job nailed down. 

Merriongate
Controversy blew up in July when
the creation of the envoy position
and the official appointment of Zap-
pone came before cabinet. 

Not only had Micheal Martin not
been briefed in advance of the meet-

ing but it then emerged that Zappone
had held a social event in the Mer-
rion Hotel the week before which
had been attended by Leo Varadkar
(and, interestingly, Labour’s newest
TD Ivana Bacik). Zappone had
texted Varadkar about the job in the
runup to the social event. 

The social event, in turn, appeared
to many to breach Covid guidelines.
The Attorney General rushed to offer
“clarification” of the guidelines, pro-
viding useful cover for Varadkar. 

In an attempt to defuse the crisis
Zappone stepped back from the
envoy role. The Government
breathed a sigh of relief and, thank-
ful that everything had erupted while
the Dáil was in recess, headed off for
their summer holidays. 

At sixes and sevens
Varadkar’s office however then
failed to provide his text correspon-
dence with Zappone when asked to
do so under a Freedom of Informa-

tion request.  
Coveney deleted messages from

Zappone from his phone, claiming at
first he did it to free up space and
then because his phone had been
hacked last year (something the
Taoiseach had never been informed
about). 

An unnamed Fine Gael TD told a
newspaper that watching the events
unfold was like watching a clown
running across a minefield. 

Coveney then went before an

Oireachtas committee and claimed
that there was a misunderstanding
back in March and that a job had not
been offered at that point. No one re-
ally believes that, but Coveney will
probably survive in his post unless
Zappone comes forward to tell the
truth, the whole truth and nothing
but the truth. To say this is very un-
likely is probably a major under-
statement. 

Cronyism crisis 
However, the fiasco will not help ten-
sions within the Government. It’s
clear to one and all that Fine Gael
Ministers played Fianna Fáil in gen-
eral and Micheal Martin in particular
for fools. 

More importantly, the whole thing
played out in front of the eyes of the
general population who got to see the
cronyism, the lobbying and the de-
ception in glorious technicolour. 

The Government was already un-
popular among working-class peo-
ple before this crisis broke. Among
a broader layer of the population
these events will serve to tarnish
them further. 

With class discontent now due to
re-emerge in a more active form as
Covid recedes, this Government is
likely to find itself more or less on
the back foot now right up to the
next General Election.

“Housing for All” plan: Repackaging a failed model 
By James McCabe 

fOr sO long we’ve been told
that if we work hard

enough, we can attain a com-
fortable standard of living or at
the very least be able to afford
the security of a roof over our
head. Yet so many people are
now in a situation where they
can’t guarantee where they will
be living from one month to the
next. And many are drawing
the correct conclusion that
their housing insecurity is not
their own fault, it’s systemic. 

In fact, data released by Eurostat
back in July reported that the cost
of housing in Ireland is actually
77.7% higher than the EU average.
The media, business and political
establishment here have no prob-
lem acknowledging that a housing
crisis exists, but the policies they
have  championed and imple-
mented thus far have only exacer-
bated the problems.

Housing for All plan
So, what’s to be said for the much-
vaunted “Housing for All” plan that
the government launched in Septem-
ber? They claimed, to much fanfare
from the mainstream media, that
they aim to get 33,000 houses built
per year between now and 2030, in-

cluding an increase in the percentage
of social housing built annually. Con-
sidering that less than 500 social
housing units were built in 2014 and
2015, it sounds like an improvement.
But the new “Housing for All” plan is
unfortunately a repackaging of the
establishment's standard approach
to the issue:  

a) The scale is completely insuffi-
cient. There are 450,000 young
adults in the state who are living
with their parents because they can’t
afford to rent. There are also roughly
365,500 households in the private
rental sector. In Kerry, rents are
16.5% higher now than they were
this time last year. They rose by 5.6%
nationally over the same period. 

It should also be borne in mind
that demographic trends show that
there will be an additional one mil-
lion people living in the south of Ire-
land by 2040. The supposed
“Housing for All” plan didn’t even
factor that into their calculations. 

b) The plan contains no rent freeze
or rent reductions, no increase in se-
curity of tenure for tenants, and no
change in the ability of landlords to
evict tenants. There should be an im-
mediate ban on evictions and real
rent controls should be introduced
that make renting actually affordable
for working people. Rents should be
slashed and frozen at that level. 

c) Who will build the much needed
social housing? The plan aspires to
increase the amount of social hous-
ing. However, Rory Hearne, author of
Housing Shock: The Irish Housing
Crisis and How to Solve it argues that
the plan gives no detail on how social

houses will be built: “Will the social
housing be bought from the private
market as is currently the case?” 

Tunnel vision
Even if you ignore the fact that a
large cohort of Fine Gael and Fianna

Fáil TDs are landlords themselves.
Or the fact that the Minister for
Housing, Darragh O’Brien person-
ally invested €30,000 into a real es-
tate fund in 2008; the reality is that
the government can’t fathom any
other strategy than facilitating prop-
erty investors and construction ty-
coons. The failed strategy of hoping
that capitalists would resolve our
housing problems has led to nothing
but a locked-out generation, mica
scandals, overcrowded housing and
homelessness. 

Homes for people not for profit
There is clearly a deep sentiment in
society that this situation is unten-
able. 3,000 people from Donegal
marched in Dublin during the sum-
mer to highlight their crumbling
homes - as a result of corner-cutting
profiteering by developers. That
protest gave a glimpse of what could
be done by a grassroots movement of
workers, tenants and young people.
But such a movement would need a
programme of breaking with the
logic of the capitalist market, where
housing provision is based on private
gain. Together we can build a mass
movement to demand the building of
hundreds of thousands of good qual-
ity and retrofitted social and afford-
able homes as soon as possible. We
can’t wait any longer! 

The Zappone affair is the fiasco the seemingly never ends

A new protest movement on housing must be built
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Fight for genuinely integrated education

By Sean Burns

THE NHS staff shortage is endan-
gering the lives of patients and
health workers themselves. This
was plainly displayed on 6 Septem-
ber when it was reported that 613
people had spent more than 12
hours on hospital trolleys waiting
to be seen. This extreme pressure
has driven many out of the profes-
sion with 182 nurse resignations in
the last six months in the Belfast
Trust and more than 3,000 unfilled
nursing jobs in Northern Ireland. 

A charge nurse in Northern Ireland
reflected their experience of short
staffing in a Royal College of
Nurse(RCN) report:

“...My heart breaks when I see how
tired and stressed the nurses are. It
is difficult trying to keep morale
high and lead the team at this time.
I am supposed to have 11 registered
nurses on duty daily and I am lucky if
I have five; the weekends are cov-
ered mostly by bank staff.”

Nurses in Northern Ireland are less
likely to be paid enhanced rates for
working unsocial hours, are more
likely to work additional hours and
are least likely to be paid for these

additional hours than their counter-
parts in Britain. All of this was exas-
perated by the pandemic and the
additional pressures placed on
healthcare. One Nurse told The 
Socialist:

“We are exhausted and fearful for
the future and we believe we are
being treated with total disrespect.
Pushed from pillar to post on the
whim of managers.”

This is a product of years of under-
funding, privatisation, pay freezes
and disregard for health workers, by
both the Stormont Executive and
Westminster have undermined our
public health system. The bill for
agency staff soared  to £254 million
last year. Underfunding and inade-
quate staffing is a clear attempt to
prepare the ground for the privatisa-
tion of public health. 

The 3% pay offer for nurses is a com-
plete slap in the face from the Tories.
That Stormont is effectively following
suit is rubbing salt in the wounds.
Pat Lawlor, a Socialist Party member
and RCN member in Belfast re-
sponded to the offer: 

"We have put ourselves at risk, some
colleagues literally giving their lives
fighting Covid, it’s an absolute dis-
grace that health workers are being
driven to food banks and poverty. A
real 15% pay rise is essential to re-
store the ten years of wage cuts. It
sends a message of respect, and
greatly assists recruitment that will
begin to stabilise our failing health
service.”

Anger, frustration and burnout are
widely and deeply felt throughout

the entire health service where staff
have been pushed to breaking point,
and asked to go beyond. While facing
a complete lack of respect from
higher management and govern-
ment politicians. One Nurse de-
scribed what they saw as the
hypocrisy of higher ups: 

“It has been daily that they (man-
agement) ask more and more from
our nursing staff. There has been a
total focus on claiming glory, look-
ing good in the eyes of the public,
forgetting the daily patients and
caseloads that we cared for” 

The RCN has warned that thousands
are contemplating leaving the NHS.
Frontline staff report very high levels
of exhaustion and despair, some
even suffering from PTSD. It is critical
that the mood of anger is channelled
into an immediate and effective cam-
paign for the full 15%, backed up
with industrial action.When the UK
government suggested the NHS pay
rise would be 1% in March, the RCN
swiftly set up a £35m industrial ac-
tion strike fund, this was a clear state-
ment of intent. It was militant
industrial action that secured pay
parity in Northern Ireland 2 years ago
- such tactics are popular amongst
workers everywhere and will win. 

By Emma Ward

ThIs MONTh sees the 40th
anniversary of lagan Col-

lege, Northern Ireland’s first in-
tegrated school.  Opening their
doors in september 1981 they
welcomed just 28 students,
under police presence and
armed guards, to a small scout
hall.  

Since then, their numbers have
flourished to over 1,400 pupils and
they are regularly oversubscribed.
However, despite the success of the
college and similarly integrated
schools, 90% of students in Northern
Ireland still attend schools that pre-
dominantly or exclusively cater only
to one side of the community. 

This is not reflective of views of
people in Northern Ireland, 71% of
whom are in favour of integrated ed-
ucation.  Likewise, when communi-
ties have had votes on turning local
schools integrated they have voted
overwhelmingly to do so. 

Sectarian politicians
The blame for this lies squarely with
sectarian politicians who may claim
to support integrated education but
have acted to block progress and
every turn. The recent second read-
ing of the Integrated Education Bill,
brought forward by Alliance MLA
Kellie Armstrong,  exemplified
politicians’ astounding inability to
listen to the people they serve.  Edu-
cation minister,  DUP’s Michelle
McIlveen, labelled the bill “unwel-
come and unhelpful”, whilst Sinn

Féin’s John O’Dowd claimed inte-
grated education will pay “homage to
the crown but to no-one else.” 

The Socialist Party supports the
proposals in Armstrong’s bill that
new schools must be integrated;
however, we also think that this will
only be effective on the basis of a
program of public investment to
build new schools where needed, and
for a program to integrate currently
segregated schools. 

End religious control
A Department of Education review
carried out in 2017 found that during
O’Dowd’s time as education minis-
ter, Stormont had “failed to lead
planning, development and growth
of integrated education.” Later that
same year, under DUP’s Peter Weir’s
management, the continued wilful
negligence of the issue led to almost
£50 million of funding under the
‘Fresh Start’ agreement to be handed
back to the Tory government.  

It is not just our schools that are
segregated, the teaching colleges that
train our future teachers are also di-
vided along the lines of religion.
This goes against 79% of people sur-
veyed in the poll who believed that
schools should have a religious and
cultural mix when it comes to teach-
ers and governors.  

The powerful influence of
churches, both Catholic and Protes-
tant, on the governing of schools
must be ended, not just to deal with
issues of integrating education but
also to address other crucial issues
like the lack of fact-based, LGBTQ-

inclusive and consent-based educa-
tion. Politicians are doing our young
people a serious disservice by edu-
cating them in a religious and socie-
tal hall of mirrors, surrounded only
by reflections of one side of a 
community. 

Mass campaign pressure
Parents and guardians are now mak-
ing their voices heard through enrol-

ment numbers with most integrated
schools oversubscribed in 2020 /
2021. Oversubscription directly re-
sulted in up to 21% of children who
had applied to an integrated school
having to be turned away.  We must
stand united to amplify their voices
and emphasise the appetite and
need for change.

Politicians have failed for a gener-
ation to live up a commitment to in-

tegrate education. Instead they have
acted to institutionalise sectarianism
rather than overcome it. We also
need a radically different education
system which is fully publicly
funded. That requires a movement
led by the parents, students, educa-
tion workers and people coming to-
gether across the sectarian divide in
order to transform our education
system. 

NHS workers speak out against low pay & unsafe staffing levels

Lagan College’s popularity is indicative of the 71% of the population that favours integrated education



THE SOCIALIST
6 SPECIAL FEATURE     

AlONG WITh the attack on
the Pentagon in Washington

DC, these were assaults on sym-
bols of the power of us capital-
ism and imperialism, yet its
victims were predominantly
civilians and working-class peo-
ple. The death toll on the day
was 2,996, with 2,753 casualties
in New York.

In the days following this atrocity,
the forerunner of The Socialist, The
Voice wrote:

“In opposing this atrocity and sym-
pathising with the thousands of ordi-
nary people who became innocent
victims we stand apart from George
Bush and other spokespersons for the
ruling elites across the world whose
statements of condemnation are pure
hypocrisy.”

Ruling class hypocrisy
The hypocrisy of then-President Bush
and other representatives of the US
ruling class flowed from their own
state’s history of mass terror inflicted
on the world’s poor and oppressed,
which easily dwarfed the attacks of
9/11. The history of the US ruling class
is blood stained — the genocide of Na-
tive Americans in the 19th century,
the dropping of nuclear bombs in Hi-
roshima and Nagasaki in 1945, and its
murderous and bloody war against
the Vietnamese people in the 1960s
and early 70s are only three of many
examples that testify to this. Indeed,
US foreign policy in the Middle
East and Afghanistan, had
helped fuel the rise of the
extreme, right-wing
groups such as those led
by bin Laden and their
ultra-reactionary inter-
pretation of Islam.

Another crime of US
imperialism evokes a
sense of grotesque irony at
the events of 9/11: on 11 Sep-
tember 1973 a CIA-backed
coup in Chile, against the
leftist government of Sal-
vador Allende, brought
to power the murder-
ous dictatorship of
Augusto Pinochet.
In the proceeding
weeks and months,
thousands of Chilean
workers and young
people, socialists, and
trade unionists were
rounded up to be tor-
tured and/or exe-
cuted.

The war on terror
The events of 9/11 were
immediately and cyni-
cally exploited by US im-
perialism to launch its
Orwellian “War on Ter-
ror”. The Bush admin-
istration sought to
capitalise on the shock

and anger that came with Al-Qaeda’s
terror attacks to establish its fantasy
of unfettered US power.

The self-styled “neo-conservatives”
in this administration, namely Dick
Cheney, Donald Rumsfeld and Paul
Wolfowitz, had been members of the
“Project for New American Century”,
a Dr. Strangelove-like think tank
founded in 1997. Its aim was to max-
imise US hegemony and ensure that it
remained unchallenged in the post-
Stalinist era. Among other things they
were also clearly conscious of the rise
of China as an economic and military
force and determined to mitigate it.

Key to their plans were those of
“regime change”, deposing those
regimes globally that were not compli-
ant with the diktats of US imperial-
ism. Top of their list was Iraq, ruled
by Saddam Hussein (a dictator that
the administration of Ronald Reagan
had armed in the 1980s), whose
regime possessed two-thirds of the
world’s known oil reserves. Having
quickly deposed the Taliban in
Afghanistan in late 2001 (although, as
subsequent events would prove, it was
far from defeated), they quickly set
their sights on invading Iraq, doing so
in March 2003.

The total costs of wars waged by
the US since 2001, notably in
Afghanistan and Iraq, have come to
$6.4 trillion. The scale of human suf-
fering that imperialism has visited
upon their populace is immeasurable.
An estimated 801,000 have died as a
direct result of these conflicts, but the

cost to human life is likely to be
much greater than this. For ex-

ample, the reputable medical
journal, The Lancet, esti-
mated the number who
died because of the war in
Iraq to be 1.2 million,
based on a sharp rise in the

death rate in the after-
math of 2003.

Added to all of
this, an esti-
mated 21 mil-
lion have been
displaced from
wars waged by
western impe-
rialism since
2001, creating
an almost 
unprecedented

refugee crisis. 
Unlike the vic-

tims of 9/11 and
their families, the
heartbreak and
suffering brought
by these wars is
seldom acknowl-

edged by mainstream
capitalist media in
the US and Europe.
Implicit in their
warped and racist
logic is that people
are not victims of
terror if it’s car-

ried out by powerful and heavily
armed imperialist states.  

Repression and torture
It was not just military invasions that
were unleashed by the “war on ter-
ror”, blatant use of torture became ef-
fectively legalised, euphemistically
referred to as “enhanced interroga-
tion”. This was notoriously the case in
Guantanamo Bay, where prisoners or
“detainees” (a label used due to the
carefully constructed legal limbo they
were in) captured in Afghanistan were
subject to horrific torture techniques
such as waterboarding, sexual assault
and sleep deprivation.

This was combined with significant
attacks on civil liberties and demo-
cratic rights, notably the Patriot Act,
rushed through the houses of Con-
gress with little opposition. One of the
many draconian provisions in this leg-
islation was the ability of the state to
find out what library books one had
taken out.

The last 20 years have also seen a
marked rise in Islamophobia and de-
monisation of Muslims in the US, Eu-
rope, India, Israel and China. This
was implicit in the war-mongering
rhetoric surrounding the “war on ter-
ror” and the racial profiling that ac-
companied the introduction of the
above repressive legislation.

Humiliation of imperialism
The 20th anniversary of 9/11 could
not have come at a worse time for the
US ruling class and their allies. Last
month, the last of the United States’
occupying forces were forced to carry
out a final and inglorious withdrawal
from Afghanistan, and two decades
after they were toppled the Taliban
are back running the country. Along
with the disaster of Iraq, this illus-
trates that the limitations and con-
straints on the power of US
imperialism are all too real. The plans
of the neoconservatives circa 2001-
2003 are a distant memory. This hu-
miliation comes at a time of
heightening tension with China, with
which it is locked in a new cold war. 

Over 100 years ago, during the
slaughter of the First World War,
James Connolly wrote: “War is a relic
of barbarism only possible because we
are governed by a ruling class with
barbaric ideas.”

The wars since 2001, and the tor-
ture, racism, and suffering that have
accompanied them, reinforce the pro-
found truth in these words. Let’s not
forget that the arms industry has
reaped trillions in profits in the con-
text of this slaughter, or that in the
context of the Afghanistan war alone,
that banks have amassed $500 billion
from the interest payments on loans
used to fund it.

Working-class and oppressed peo-
ple across the globe, regardless of
their religion, nationality, gender,
race or sexuality, have a common in-
terest in overthrowing this capitalist
system. We must fight for a socialist
world, where all resources and wealth
are publicly owned and democrati-
cally used in the interests of all. By
“beating swords into ploughshares”
and using science and technology in a
rationally planned way we can redi-
rect the expenditure of weapons and
wars to abolish poverty, and tackle cli-
mate change.

Such a world, built on peace and
solidarity, would truly be worthy of
the name of ‘human’ and it is one we
must fight for today.

A MIXTURE of shock, horror and
incredulity. These words best describe
the reaction of most of the world’s
population to the heinous mass terror
attacks of 11 September 2001 on the
Twin Towers in New York City. 

By Jonathan Diebold

THE WARTHE WAR in Afghanistan has ex-
acted a horrific toll on the people of
Afghanistan and is sure to go down
in the annals of history as among the
most wasteful and criminal ventures
of the last century. After two decades
of war and occupation, with trillions
spent, hundreds of thousands dead,
and many more wounded, maimed,
displaced and traumatised, the farci-
cal imperialist adventure is at an end,
having achieved nothing. It’s worth
tallying some of the costs to illustrate
this point.

Human cost
The costs have been first and foremost
human. Precise estimates in a conflict
like this are hard to come by, but ap-
proximate figures include around
50,000 civilians killed, a further 120,000
Afghan fighters killed from both sides,
over 3,500 coalition forces killed and
over 20,000 wounded, and a further
nearly 4,000 contractors killed and
15,000 wounded. Numbers of Afghans

wounded are hard to come by but are
likely in the hundreds of thousands.
Many of these wounds include perma-
nent injuries and loss of limbs.
On top of this, an estimated 330,000

have been displaced as refugees in
2021 alone, a trend that could worsen
under Taliban rule. Those that survive
have experienced a lifetime of war, leav-
ing an entire population, almost half of
whom are under 15, traumatised. Re-
pression and atrocities under the Tal-
iban will continue, particularly towards
women, LGBTQ+ people and ethnic mi-
norities, with executions already re-
ported.

Who profits? 
The cost is also an economic one. $2.2
trillion has been spent by the US. This
money, which could have gone towards
education, healthcare, tackling coron-
avirus or climate change, instead prima-
rily went to the Department of Defence
(over $1 trillion) and banks (over $500
billion). Much of this money was lost to
corruption. Meanwhile, the GDP of
Afghanistan remains under $500 per

capita, and illiteracy, poor healthcare,
and extreme poverty predominates,
particularly in rural regions. Less than
5% of the population is vaccinated
against Covid-19. Trillions more will be
spent in the future on treatment for vet-
erans who have been injured and trau-
matised, as well as on debt repayment
and interest.
There is also an environmental cost –

the US military is the largest single con-
tributor to climate change, and
Afghanistan was their biggest opera-
tion of the century. The people of
Afghanistan in turn are more vulnerable
to the effects of climate change, with
droughts and food insecurity common-
place, including the one this year which
left a third of Afghans – 12 million peo-
ple – facing food-insecurity.
None of this waste was necessary.

This was a failed project to preserve
American imperialism’s crumbling pres-
tige, which tragically impacted the lives
of millions, and proves the need to end
the wasteful, violent and disastrous sys-
tem of capitalism, and replace it with a
socialist world.

Unbearable cost of war in Afghanistan – the bloody legacy of imperialism

9/11 
attacks: 
an atrocity exploited for 20 years 

of war and torture

Millions of young people & children in Afghanistan have known only a life of war
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bols of the power of us capital-
ism and imperialism, yet its
victims were predominantly
civilians and working-class peo-
ple. The death toll on the day
was 2,996, with 2,753 casualties
in New York.

In the days following this atrocity,
the forerunner of The Socialist, The
Voice wrote:

“In opposing this atrocity and sym-
pathising with the thousands of ordi-
nary people who became innocent
victims we stand apart from George
Bush and other spokespersons for the
ruling elites across the world whose
statements of condemnation are pure
hypocrisy.”

Ruling class hypocrisy
The hypocrisy of then-President Bush
and other representatives of the US
ruling class flowed from their own
state’s history of mass terror inflicted
on the world’s poor and oppressed,
which easily dwarfed the attacks of
9/11. The history of the US ruling class
is blood stained — the genocide of Na-
tive Americans in the 19th century,
the dropping of nuclear bombs in Hi-
roshima and Nagasaki in 1945, and its
murderous and bloody war against
the Vietnamese people in the 1960s
and early 70s are only three of many
examples that testify to this. Indeed,
US foreign policy in the Middle
East and Afghanistan, had
helped fuel the rise of the
extreme, right-wing
groups such as those led
by bin Laden and their
ultra-reactionary inter-
pretation of Islam.

Another crime of US
imperialism evokes a
sense of grotesque irony at
the events of 9/11: on 11 Sep-
tember 1973 a CIA-backed
coup in Chile, against the
leftist government of Sal-
vador Allende, brought
to power the murder-
ous dictatorship of
Augusto Pinochet.
In the proceeding
weeks and months,
thousands of Chilean
workers and young
people, socialists, and
trade unionists were
rounded up to be tor-
tured and/or exe-
cuted.

The war on terror
The events of 9/11 were
immediately and cyni-
cally exploited by US im-
perialism to launch its
Orwellian “War on Ter-
ror”. The Bush admin-
istration sought to
capitalise on the shock

and anger that came with Al-Qaeda’s
terror attacks to establish its fantasy
of unfettered US power.

The self-styled “neo-conservatives”
in this administration, namely Dick
Cheney, Donald Rumsfeld and Paul
Wolfowitz, had been members of the
“Project for New American Century”,
a Dr. Strangelove-like think tank
founded in 1997. Its aim was to max-
imise US hegemony and ensure that it
remained unchallenged in the post-
Stalinist era. Among other things they
were also clearly conscious of the rise
of China as an economic and military
force and determined to mitigate it.

Key to their plans were those of
“regime change”, deposing those
regimes globally that were not compli-
ant with the diktats of US imperial-
ism. Top of their list was Iraq, ruled
by Saddam Hussein (a dictator that
the administration of Ronald Reagan
had armed in the 1980s), whose
regime possessed two-thirds of the
world’s known oil reserves. Having
quickly deposed the Taliban in
Afghanistan in late 2001 (although, as
subsequent events would prove, it was
far from defeated), they quickly set
their sights on invading Iraq, doing so
in March 2003.

The total costs of wars waged by
the US since 2001, notably in
Afghanistan and Iraq, have come to
$6.4 trillion. The scale of human suf-
fering that imperialism has visited
upon their populace is immeasurable.
An estimated 801,000 have died as a
direct result of these conflicts, but the

cost to human life is likely to be
much greater than this. For ex-

ample, the reputable medical
journal, The Lancet, esti-
mated the number who
died because of the war in
Iraq to be 1.2 million,
based on a sharp rise in the

death rate in the after-
math of 2003.

Added to all of
this, an esti-
mated 21 mil-
lion have been
displaced from
wars waged by
western impe-
rialism since
2001, creating
an almost 
unprecedented

refugee crisis. 
Unlike the vic-

tims of 9/11 and
their families, the
heartbreak and
suffering brought
by these wars is
seldom acknowl-

edged by mainstream
capitalist media in
the US and Europe.
Implicit in their
warped and racist
logic is that people
are not victims of
terror if it’s car-

ried out by powerful and heavily
armed imperialist states.  

Repression and torture
It was not just military invasions that
were unleashed by the “war on ter-
ror”, blatant use of torture became ef-
fectively legalised, euphemistically
referred to as “enhanced interroga-
tion”. This was notoriously the case in
Guantanamo Bay, where prisoners or
“detainees” (a label used due to the
carefully constructed legal limbo they
were in) captured in Afghanistan were
subject to horrific torture techniques
such as waterboarding, sexual assault
and sleep deprivation.

This was combined with significant
attacks on civil liberties and demo-
cratic rights, notably the Patriot Act,
rushed through the houses of Con-
gress with little opposition. One of the
many draconian provisions in this leg-
islation was the ability of the state to
find out what library books one had
taken out.

The last 20 years have also seen a
marked rise in Islamophobia and de-
monisation of Muslims in the US, Eu-
rope, India, Israel and China. This
was implicit in the war-mongering
rhetoric surrounding the “war on ter-
ror” and the racial profiling that ac-
companied the introduction of the
above repressive legislation.

Humiliation of imperialism
The 20th anniversary of 9/11 could
not have come at a worse time for the
US ruling class and their allies. Last
month, the last of the United States’
occupying forces were forced to carry
out a final and inglorious withdrawal
from Afghanistan, and two decades
after they were toppled the Taliban
are back running the country. Along
with the disaster of Iraq, this illus-
trates that the limitations and con-
straints on the power of US
imperialism are all too real. The plans
of the neoconservatives circa 2001-
2003 are a distant memory. This hu-
miliation comes at a time of
heightening tension with China, with
which it is locked in a new cold war. 

Over 100 years ago, during the
slaughter of the First World War,
James Connolly wrote: “War is a relic
of barbarism only possible because we
are governed by a ruling class with
barbaric ideas.”

The wars since 2001, and the tor-
ture, racism, and suffering that have
accompanied them, reinforce the pro-
found truth in these words. Let’s not
forget that the arms industry has
reaped trillions in profits in the con-
text of this slaughter, or that in the
context of the Afghanistan war alone,
that banks have amassed $500 billion
from the interest payments on loans
used to fund it.

Working-class and oppressed peo-
ple across the globe, regardless of
their religion, nationality, gender,
race or sexuality, have a common in-
terest in overthrowing this capitalist
system. We must fight for a socialist
world, where all resources and wealth
are publicly owned and democrati-
cally used in the interests of all. By
“beating swords into ploughshares”
and using science and technology in a
rationally planned way we can redi-
rect the expenditure of weapons and
wars to abolish poverty, and tackle cli-
mate change.

Such a world, built on peace and
solidarity, would truly be worthy of
the name of ‘human’ and it is one we
must fight for today.

By Jonathan Diebold

THE WARTHE WAR in Afghanistan has ex-
acted a horrific toll on the people of
Afghanistan and is sure to go down
in the annals of history as among the
most wasteful and criminal ventures
of the last century. After two decades
of war and occupation, with trillions
spent, hundreds of thousands dead,
and many more wounded, maimed,
displaced and traumatised, the farci-
cal imperialist adventure is at an end,
having achieved nothing. It’s worth
tallying some of the costs to illustrate
this point.

Human cost
The costs have been first and foremost
human. Precise estimates in a conflict
like this are hard to come by, but ap-
proximate figures include around
50,000 civilians killed, a further 120,000
Afghan fighters killed from both sides,
over 3,500 coalition forces killed and
over 20,000 wounded, and a further
nearly 4,000 contractors killed and
15,000 wounded. Numbers of Afghans

wounded are hard to come by but are
likely in the hundreds of thousands.
Many of these wounds include perma-
nent injuries and loss of limbs.
On top of this, an estimated 330,000

have been displaced as refugees in
2021 alone, a trend that could worsen
under Taliban rule. Those that survive
have experienced a lifetime of war, leav-
ing an entire population, almost half of
whom are under 15, traumatised. Re-
pression and atrocities under the Tal-
iban will continue, particularly towards
women, LGBTQ+ people and ethnic mi-
norities, with executions already re-
ported.

Who profits? 
The cost is also an economic one. $2.2
trillion has been spent by the US. This
money, which could have gone towards
education, healthcare, tackling coron-
avirus or climate change, instead prima-
rily went to the Department of Defence
(over $1 trillion) and banks (over $500
billion). Much of this money was lost to
corruption. Meanwhile, the GDP of
Afghanistan remains under $500 per

capita, and illiteracy, poor healthcare,
and extreme poverty predominates,
particularly in rural regions. Less than
5% of the population is vaccinated
against Covid-19. Trillions more will be
spent in the future on treatment for vet-
erans who have been injured and trau-
matised, as well as on debt repayment
and interest.
There is also an environmental cost –

the US military is the largest single con-
tributor to climate change, and
Afghanistan was their biggest opera-
tion of the century. The people of
Afghanistan in turn are more vulnerable
to the effects of climate change, with
droughts and food insecurity common-
place, including the one this year which
left a third of Afghans – 12 million peo-
ple – facing food-insecurity.
None of this waste was necessary.

This was a failed project to preserve
American imperialism’s crumbling pres-
tige, which tragically impacted the lives
of millions, and proves the need to end
the wasteful, violent and disastrous sys-
tem of capitalism, and replace it with a
socialist world.

Unbearable cost of war in Afghanistan – the bloody legacy of imperialism

an atrocity exploited for 20 years 
of war and torture

Afghan women pay the price
for Taliban victory 

By Martina Stafford 

WE CANNOT overstate the depth of
horror that faces Afghan women
right now, in the post imperialist
chaos left behind by the US and al-
lied forces. If there were any illu-
sions left in the US and its allies as a
progressive force for change, surely
they have been shattered. Almost
20 years later, with an estimated 2
trillion dollars spent and more than
a quarter of a million dead, one of
the harshest regimes of systemic mi-
sogyny is back in power, arguably
more emboldened than ever. 

Colonialism & Taliban oppression
Despite a ban on demonstrations and
the threat of severe retaliation with the
Taliban using whips, sticks and live am-
munition to beat up and break up the
protests, Afghan women have taken to
the streets day after day in groups
large and small to protest against Tal-
iban rule. "We want equal rights, we
want women in government", women
chanted in Kabul. Afghan women are
facing terrifying consequences for
fighting back against a regime that
views their independence with utter
contempt and yet they shout ‘Azadi’ or
freedom on streets that are lined with
violent, armed Taliban fighters. 
The invasion of Afghanistan, or “Op-

eration Freedom”, failed miserably at at-
taining any of its supposed goals of
democracy and human rights, proving
that Afghan women cannot depend on
the US or any of the world’s rival impe-
rialist powers for their liberation. In fact,
upon closer inspection of the crimes
committed throughout the occupation,
there is little difference in the tactics
used by the US-supported government
forces and those of the Taliban. 
According to Amnesty International,

children were recruited by the US-
backed  government militias, facing
multiple abuses, including sexual
abuse. US-backed, pro-government
militias have been accused of multiple
crimes, including murdering civilians,
committing fraud, theft, rape, kidnap-
ping, drug trafficing and extortion. 

US imperialism and Taliban 
US foreign policy has been critical in
nurturing the development of the  Tal-
iban in the first place, having emerged
in the 1990s as an extension of the CIA-
sponsored Mujahideen who fought the
“Communist” regime in Afghanistan.
The Taliban and the US used each other
to further their independent aims but
were soon at odds with the US wanting
nothing more than a puppet regime to
promote US interests, and the Taliban
wanting to control and dominate on

their own terms.  
The ideology underpinning Taliban

rule is based on a form of Sharia law,
which essentially manifests as pure
gender apartheid, in which women
face brutal repression and restrictions
in participating in public life. A 21-year-
old woman in Mazar-e Sharif was re-
cently killed because she was outside
without male company.
Afghan women are facing one of the

most extreme manifestations of sys-
temic misogyny, but sexist ideas are
used all over the world to legitimise
and justify restrictive and rigid family
relations; with the family being the
basic unit of oppression in class society. 

Global oppression of women 
The system of capitalism is based on the
domination and exploitation of work-
ers, women and the planet in order to
bleed as much wealth as possible to fur-
ther the profits of the capitalists. This in-
cludes the trillions of dollars worth of
free labour that women do every year
which is taken happily as a free gift to
capitalism, reaping the rewards of a
labour force overwhelmingly cooked
for and cared for by women. It’s not
hard to see how the subjugation, dehu-
manisation and emasculation of
women can further the interests of the
capitalist class and the manager of their
affairs, the capitalist state. 
Whether it is China, Russia or the US,

we must have no illusions that any of
these powers or their allies seek any-
thing more than to carve up the world
according to their own class interests
which are fundamentally opposed to
the interests of the majority of the peo-
ple on the planet regardless of national
borders. 
As socialists, we see the fight of

Afghan women as a fight that is con-
nected to struggles all over the world
against oppression and exploitation,
albeit a particularly dangerous one. As
well as international solidarity, Afghan
women need to be connected to mass
movements of workers and the youth
in the region to gain the strength nec-
essary to take on the Taliban. 

Global solidarity needed
Neighbouring Iran has had major anti-
government protests and strikes over
the past four years due to water short-
ages and poor working conditions. Last
year, India witnessed one of the
biggest organised strikes in human his-
tory with over 250 million workers and
farmers, supported by women and the
youth, participating in a nationwide
strike. The greatest possible strength
can be gained through the connection
of workers' struggle with socialist fem-
inism and international solidarity. Millions of young people & children in Afghanistan have known only a life of war



By Harper Cleves 

ON WeDNesDAY, 1 septem-
ber,  women and people ca-

pable of becoming pregnant
woke up to a new and terrifying
landscape as the most restric-
tive abortion legislation in the
country was effectively rubber
stamped by the us supreme
Court in the dead of night. The
Texas “heartbeat bill” prevents
pregnant people from seeking
an abortion after six weeks,
even in the case of incest and
rape. This bill also allows indi-
viduals to take legal actions
against anyone assisting a preg-
nant person accessing an abor-
tion, including medical
providers, anyone providing fi-
nancial support, and even
hired uber drivers and taxis! 

For women, LGBT+ people, and
indeed all survivors of sexual assault
globally, this misogynistic, and mis-
trustful treatment of those seeking
abortions will amount to a revictim-
isation, and will confirm for many
that for conservatives and elites,
their humanity and well-being is less
important than their ability to pro-
duce children.

Failure of the Democrats 
Across the United States, where Re-
publicans hold power in state legis-
latures, similar bills are being
proposed, even with a Democratic
Party controlled presidency and con-
gress. The fact that a court with life-
time appointments, whose
composition reflects not the needs of
the people whose lives it’s decisions
will dictate, but instead the political

leanings and agendas of the presi-
dents’ that happen to appoint them,
means that even gains won through
hard fought struggle from below are
always in danger of being over-
turned. 

Similarly, the approach of Demo-
cratic Party politicians, even those
with pro choice platforms, offer no
solutions to seriously halting the im-

plementation of these bills. Victories
for women and pregnant people will
not be won behind closed doors, at-
tempting to make deals with bigots
and big bosses, they will be won on
the streets. 

The Democratic Party does not
mobilise its voters to protests, be-
cause such a movement would ex-
pose the infinite barriers posed to

oppressed and exploited people that
they are complicit in upholding. The
fact that progressive elements in the
Democratic Party such as Bernie
Sanders and the Squad have also
failed to take a movement building
approach on these issues exposes the
concessions they have made to the
Democratic Party establishment and
the limits of their political perspec-

tive. The working class, women, and
the LGBT+ community do not need
a party of “woke capitalists,” that say
the right things, but take no forma-
tive action. They need a party run by
and for working class people.

If we fight, we can win
The good news is that mass move-
ments have challenged backwards
ideas before and won significant
gains for women, the working class,
and all oppressed and exploited peo-
ple. The landmark Supreme Court
case of Roe v Wade was imple-
mented under the pressure of a mass
feminist movement with clear de-
mands that forced the establishment
to make concessions. Similarly in
Ireland in 2018, and in Argentina in
2020, movements on the streets, led
predominantly by young working
class women and non binary folk
paved the way for significant victo-
ries in winning access to free, safe,
and legal abortions. 

In the United States, as well as
globally, the COVID 19 pandemic
has highlighted the gaping inequali-
ties under capitalism. In this context,
it is difficult to imagine a situation in
which women and pregnant people
across the United States will stand
on the sidelines and watch this legis-
lation wreak havoc on those affected
in Texas. An organised, working
class, mass movement, with clear de-
mands has more power than almost
any force in society. The bill in Texas
could mark the beginning of a signif-
icant role back in bodily autonomy
across the United States, but it also
could mark the beginning of a social-
ist feminist revolt against a misogy-
nistic capitalist system.

THE SOCIALIST
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Texas abortion ban: Right to choose under assault 

By Lucy Marron

MADAGAsCAr Is on the
brink of the first famine in

modern history to be driven by
climate change according to ex-
perts. Over one million people
on the island nation are cur-
rently experiencing severe food
insecurity, with at least 30,000
in southern Madagascar facing
starvation. Many have resorted
to eating locusts and wild
leaves in order to survive, hav-
ing already sold most of their
possessions in an attempt to
obtain food. 

Severe drought
Global warming has created a hotter
and more arid dry season and a wet-
ter rainy season in Madagascar. This
gradual change in rainfall patterns
that has taken place over the last
four decades has accelerated, caus-
ing a drought in the country which
has now lasted four years. The dry
conditions alongside high levels of
soil erosion, deforestation and in-
creasingly frequent sandstorms have
destroyed harvests and made areas
that were once full of abundant
crops, a barren wasteland. 

75% of the region’s population are
agricultural labourers, and many

more are subsistence farmers: these
people have not only lost their liveli-
hoods but their only source of food
as a result of the climate crisis. Ris-
ing sea levels causing increased
flooding during the country’s rainy
season leaves large amounts of
standing water, which contaminates
water supplies and increases the
spread of disease. 

Devastating inequality
While 100 companies produce 70%
of annual carbon emissions, Mada-
gascar has contributed only 0.01%
of emissions between 1933 and
2019. Despite this reality, the work-
ing class and poor of the country are
currently facing the worst effects 
of a climate crisis they did not
cause. 

This is likely to become a shared
reality across Africa: centuries of re-
source extraction, exploitation and
imperialism has left many parts of
the region with basic or limited in-
frastructure, making the area more
vulnerable to the effects of a climate
crisis driven by capitalism’s cease-
less pursuit of profit. Christina Kolo,
a Malagasy climate activist said ‘cap-
italism is destroying my country’
and criticized the top-down solu-
tions offered by international aid 
organisations. 

The working class and poor of
Madagascar cannot rely upon the
chaos of a capitalist market which in-
creases food prices during a famine.
The sell-off of natural resources and
the destruction of the island’s forests

at the hands of the Malagasy ruling
class must be resisted. Immediate
action must be taken to prevent the
death of more people, but a global
solution is also necessary. 

The impact of the climate crisis

can only be curtailed when its root
cause: the capitalist system, is re-
placed by a globally planned, green
socialist economy, that is publicly
owned and democratically controlled
by the international working class.

Famine in Madagascar: Caused by climate change & capitalism

A major nationwide day of protest against the abortion ban has been called in the US for 2 October

A drought in Madagascar has now lasted four years
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Statement from Socialist Party & 
Socialist Alternative England Wales &
Scotland members of Unite the Union

shArON GrAhAM has won
the election to become the

general secretary of unite the
union. International socialist
Alternative members send our
congratulations to sharon Gra-
ham, for whose candidacy we
mobilised support. This vic-
tory, which saw the Blairite-
backed Gerard Coyne relegated
to third place behind steve
Turner, is testament to the de-
termination and resilience of
unite members – many of
whom have been on the front-
lines working in difficult and
potentially dangerous condi-
tions throughout the Covid
pandemic. 

As the new general secretary,
Sharon now faces a number of major
challenges. First and foremost, there
is the need to build a fighting indus-
trial response on the issues of work-
place safety, pay restraint, working
conditions, and the growing threats

of casualisation and automation.
These issues are among those most
pertinent to both Unite members
and the wider working class, much of
which is currently in urgent need of
organisation. 

Most immediately, building the
fightback means using the ‘work-
place power’ model to direct all nec-
essary resources to win the
consultative ballots on pay in the
public sector.  In the private sector,
it means making clear to employers,
such as Rolls Royce, that Unite is in
dispute with, that the full power of
the union will now be mobilised with
solidarity protests and a strategy of
widening industrial action, based on
connecting the steward and con-
venor layer of the union to link up
disputes and potential disputes. At a
strategic level, Unite should be push-
ing for a programme of coordinated
and escalating strike action against
the Tory government, as well as fur-
ther attempts at fire-and-rehire. 

For Sharon to succeed in the aims
she outlined in her election cam-
paign, it will be crucial to build upon
and broaden out the networks of

support that were developed in the
run up to this vote. There is an ur-
gent need for a genuinely demo-

cratic, grassroots and socialist broad
left. The existence of such an organ-
isation, which can bring together the

union’s best fighters on the ground,
is vital for any leading figure in order
for them to withstand the huge pres-
sures that they can face from both
from the capitalist class and within
the union, as well as to empower the
activist base of Unite. 

Also essential is that Sharon helps
to marry a militant industrial ap-
proach with a political strategy that
can win for workers. Keir Starmer is
currently on an anti-left rampage in
Labour, with auto-expulsion letters
fired off to leading figures in the
trade union movement daily. Politi-
cally, the party is being returned to
the dark days of Blairism. Unite,
along with other trade unions,
should oppose anti-democratic at-
tacks on the left, whilst facing up to
the pressing task of playing an active
part in developing a viable political
alternative – discussing how a new
party of struggle for working people
can be built.  We wish Sharon all the
best in her new role. Our members
inside Unite will do all that we can to
assist in developing the fighting
strategy of the union, both industri-
ally and politically. 

Sharon Graham wins Unite General Secretary election!
Now build workplace power to win for workers

By Kate Relihan, teacher & 
INTO member (personal capacity)

sChOOl CAreTAKers are
to take industrial action for

the first time in the history of
the state alongside secretaries
on Wednesday, 15 september
in a one-day nationwide strike.
Their union fórsa rightly ac-
cuses the Department of educa-
tion of failing to deliver on
standardising pay and condi-
tions and basically closing
down discussions at the Work-
place relations Commission
(WrC) — a dispute ongoing
since 2018. This is some kick in
the teeth to vital school staff
(try running a school without a
secretary or caretaker!) that
have gone above and beyond
during this pandemic, risking
their own health. 

A national rally is planned in
Dublin and there will be pickets at
the headquarters of the Department
of Finance and Department of Public
Expenditure and Reform. Most care-
takers earn a meagre €13,800 a year,
and 90% of secretaries as low as
€12,500 a year — in stark contrast to
the 10% of secretaries who are
rightly paid by the Department of
Education directly, who earn up to
€44,000 per annum.

The gross indignity of four
decades of pay discrimination, irreg-
ular and short term contracts, having
to sign on during summer / Christ-
mas holidays, no sick pay nor pen-
sion, sees most caretakers and
secretaries dependent on the Ancil-
lary Services Grant which is at the

grace of the Board of Management —
and an already massively under-
funded pot. 

Solidarity needed
The three teaching unions, ASTI /
TUI / INTO, have all issued public
statements of ‘resolute support’ in
solidarity with Fórsa members. How-
ever this falls well short of the soli-
darity necessary. Unfortunately, with
just a few members per school, secre-
taries and caretakers have little
power when it comes to leverage with
the government. The only way pres-
sure can really be brought to bear is

through united strike action that
brings together all education staff. 

By standing shoulder to shoulder
and striking with our colleagues who
have had no let-up in regard to
poverty wages, conditions and dis-
crimination, this issue could finally
be put to bed. Withdrawing our
labour, asserting our united power
and thus reinstating dignity to our
profession is exactly the course of ac-
tion that must be demanded of our
union leaders. Workers can win big
with correct tactics and strategy —
just as we saw with our education
colleagues in the US in 2018. 

South: School caretakers & secretaries take
strike action 

Solidarity TD and Socialist Party member Mick Barry voiced his support
for the decision by transport unions to urge their members not to comply
with the new arrangements to increase public transport capacity beyond
75%.
The decision was made by the Cabinet without seeking public health advice

from NPHET and then implemented without any consultation with transport
unions.
Deputy Barry said: "Frontline transport workers have played an outstanding

role in the course of the pandemic. They have suffered illness and even death
in order to keep transport services in place. The Government should not have
issued the instruction to reinstate 100% capacity without seeking public health
advice and without consultation with transport workers and their representa-
tives. I support the decision of the transport unions to urge their members to
keep capacity at 75% until late October."
The transport unions have also indicated that they will support any worker

who refuses to work in crowded carriages across the rail network.
Deputy Barry said that the controversy over capacity in public transport

highlights a key issue for the reopening of Irish society – the consent of work-
ers on issues relating to health and safety.
He said that the public transport controversy – involving, as it has done, dik-

tat by bosses – shows how things should not be done.
He said that health and safety policy must enjoy the support of workers and

that a form of workers' control needs to operate whereby workers have the
decisive say where agreement cannot be reached.

Support workers keeping public transport safe

School secretaries and caretakers must be supporter by the teacher unions

Sharon Graham was the candidate backed by the broad left in Unite
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By Dominic Haugh

100 YEARS ago, on 26 August 1921,
workers at the Cleeves’ plant in
Bruree, Co. Limerick, occupied the
Flour Mill and Bakery. The occupa-
tion became known as the Buruee
Soviet and the occupation contin-
ued until the 3 September. 
The background to the occupation

was a dispute that arose over the dis-
missal of a worker the previous No-
vember (it appears that up to three
other workers were dismissed subse-
quently). In February 1921, the union
demanded the re-instatement of the
sacked workers and the payment of
wages while they were laid off. Man-
agement refused and the dispute fes-
tered until the plant was occupied on
26 August 1921. 
ITGWU industrial organisers and

Marxists, Sean Dowling and Jack Mc-
Grath, were instrumental in organis-
ing the occupation. Local ITGWU

representative, Patrick Doherty, was
appointed manager. The now cus-
tomary red flag and tricolour were
hoisted over the plant and a banner
proclaiming ‘Bruree Workers Soviet
Mills: We Make Bread Not Profits’ was
hung over the entrance. 
The workers awarded themselves a

wage increase of 7s 6d and reduced
prices. It is reported that the business
proceeded with clockwork precision
and a continuous stream of customers
called to the bakery ‘all of whom
seemed to appreciate the change’.
Union officials claimed to have dou-
bled the output of the bakery and that
extra workers could be employed. 
Both the leadership of Sinn Féin

and the ITGWU were concerned at de-
velopments and feared that the occu-
pation could lead to the spread of
similar actions. Their fears were well-
founded – only days after the ending
of the Bruree Soviet dock workers in
Cork occupied the docks and estab-

lished the ‘Cork Harbour Soviet’. 
On 2 September, a Sinn Fein dele-

gation led by Constance Markiewicz
met with the ITGWU leadership in Lib-
erty Hall in Dublin. During the course
of the meeting Markiewicz threatened
to use the IRA to remove the workers
from the plant. In response the ITGWU
leadership warned that if such an ac-
tion occurred the local activists in Lim-
erick could organise a general strike in
the area in response. Markiewicz sub-
sequently withdrew the threat and an
agreement was reached granting all of
the workers’ demands in return for the
workplace being returned to the con-
trol of Cleeves’.
The Bruree Soviet was not just a

simple workplace occupation. The So-
viet controlled the village of Bruree
and its hinterland. When a reporter
from the Limerick Leader visited Bruree
during the Soviet he commented that
the Soviet the was in control of the vil-
lage ‘both industrially and otherwise’.

IT WAs with deep shock and sadness that we received the sud-
den news that our good friend and comrade Tony O’Mahony

had passed away unexpectedly on 11 June of this year. 
A socialist his entire life, Tony grew increasingly frustrated at the condi-

tions facing working-class people in Ireland, which eventually provoked him
into getting active in the We Won’t Pay Campaign against the water charges.
He went on to join the AAA, now Solidarity, and later joined the Socialist
Party as well. With a voracious appetite for politics, he became a student of
working-class history.

Tony committed everything to the cause and was a tireless working-class
fighter to the end. He was to the fore in every major struggle from the water
charges to Repeal. He would be present on every activity, whether that would
be stalls with his dog Bestie by his side, postering, door knocking, or meet-
ings. 

Tony was also devoted to his family and very proud of their achievements.
His pride and joy was his dog Bestie, named after George Best, who attended
many actions and protests along with Tony. 

Tony was always up for the craic or a social and he never failed to charm
anyone he would meet with his warmth and kindness. An avid sports fan, it
is fitting that Limerick retained the Liam McCarthy Cup for the first time this
year. Tony would have been proudly flying the green and white Limerick flag.

Taken too soon. Rest in power, Tony.

100 years since the Bruree Soviet, Limerick Obituary: 
Tony O’Mahony (1958-2021)

Film review:Wildfire directed by Cathy Brady

By Kevin Henry

W
ildfire Tells the story
of two sisters, lauren

and Kelly, who grew up in a fic-
tional Irish border town. 

The film starts with Kelly finally re-
turning home after going missing,
and focuses on the bond between the
sisters as they struggle with mental

health problems resulting largely
from their mother’s premature death. 

The sisters seek to discover the
truth of whether the death of their
mother was really a car accident, or
suicide. They are also, like their
mother before them, struggling to
deal with the death of their father
who was killed by a bomb during the
Troubles. 

The performances by the main ac-
tresses, Nora-Jane Noone and Nika
McGuigan (who tragically died be-
fore the film was released), really
makes the film. Indeed the writer
and director, Cathy Brady, has said
that, unusually, she started with the
idea of bringing these two actresses
together and the story grew from
there.

Troubles legacy looms
Throughout the film the stigmatisa-
tion of mental health is a key fea-
ture, as is the ever present nature of
the sectarian division and the legacy
of the Troubles. This is done very ef-
fectively with images depicting the
end of the Troubles, including the
release of paramilitary prisoners,
and footage of the discussions hap-
pening today around the possibility
of a hard border. 

It is also done by giving promi-
nence in the background to sectar-
ian markers: flags, graffiti and
murals that many of us would be
very used to in our daily lives. This
gives the vivid sense of not being
able to escape ‘the town’, as the sis-
ters describe it. But the legacy of sec-
tarian division is really brought out
in a scene in which the sisters con-
front the paramilitary men respon-
sible for the bomb that killed their
father. 

An interesting feature of the film
is in the depiction of Lauren’s work-
place – an Amazon-esque ware-
house – where, while dealing with
her personal problems of being con-
cerned for her sister’s and her own
mental health, she is struggling to
keep up with demands of meeting
targets at work. This reminded me

of how false the promise of a ‘peace
dividend’ for working-class people
has been, 25 years into the ‘peace
process’.

Social trauma
The film is partly based on a true
and unusual story of a case of shared
psychosis, involving two sisters in
Britain, but the director wanted to
bring out the issue of intergenera-
tional trauma, which affects a siz-
able section of the population in the
North. Research conducted by Ul-
ster University on behalf of the
Commission for Victims and Sur-
vivors, found that almost 30% of the
Northern Ireland population suffers
mental health problems, and nearly
half of those are directly related to
the Troubles – including “high levels
of, often untreated, post-traumatic
stress disorder as a result of decades
of violence”.

At times Wildfire is hard to watch
given it is dealing with a major men-
tal health crisis. However, it is a wel-
come break from countless films
which reduce issues related to the
Troubles to simply one group look-
ing for revenge over another. Wild-
fire does a decent job of dealing with
serious issues that warrant much
more discussion in society. 

The iconic photograph of the Bruree Soviet, 1921
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By Rory Howard

ON 25 september, Omagh
Pride will make its debut.

Alongside Mid-ulster Pride, we
are now beginning to see Pride
events outside of the main
cities. This is a reflection of an
important positive shift in so-
cial attitudes over recent years,
including in small towns,
where lGBTQ+phobia was
often at its worst. 

Videos of support have come from
those who moved away from Omagh
in the ‘90s and early 2000s in order
to be free to come out. These events
give LGBTQ+ folks in towns and
rural communities a boost of confi-
dence to be visible in an area often
forgotten in the larger conversation
of LGBTQ+ liberation.

Through struggle, the past few
years have seen important victories
for LGBTQ+ rights, including the
long fought battle for marriage equal-
ity and adoption rights — finally al-
lowing  LGBTQ+ folks the right to
start a family. The lifting of the ban on
gay men donating blood — a lingering
remnant from the AIDS crisis and the
resulting homophobic fearmongering
— removed an important example of
systemic homophobia in the North. 

The struggles continue
However, the effect of decades of
LGBTQ+phobia are present in the
disproportionate mental health is-
sues and homelessness in the com-

munity. Trans and non-binary folks
still face systemic abuse in the hur-
dles they have to jump in order to
get recognition of their identities or
gender-affirmation treatment. Al-

though LGBTQ+phobic legislation
has been removed, it doesn’t mean
the stigma has been erased, as a
growth in hate crimes shows. 

So, Pride should not just be a cele-
bration but part of the struggle to
fight for real liberation. We should
also remember the radical history of
Pride, from its origins after the the
Stonewall riots in 1969, to the
decades of struggle since that have
challenged bigoted attitudes. Unfor-
tunately, like all parasites, capitalism
adapted in order to ensure profit,
morphing into ‘rainbow capitalism’.
Corporations that once funnelled
money to anti-LGBTQ+ politicians
now adorn the Pride flag in the
month of June — except in regions
where this would clash with the ho-
mophobic rulers and undermine
their ability to make profit.

Now, many of the same politicians
who once defended or were silent on
policies oppressing us are being her-
alded as saviours of the community
for standing up to nasty right-
wingers, in a desperate display of
pantomime politics. Still, some con-
tinue to demonise the LGBTQ+ com-
munity by hypocritically claiming we
undermine the moral fabric of soci-
ety. These politicians are a danger to
our rights and their homophobic bile

endangers real lives, and therefore
still must be challenged. 

Solidarity key to liberation
LGBTQ+ liberation can only be
achieved through solidarity with
other oppressed groups and the
wider working class. Mark Ashton, a
local hero of the gay community who
campagined in support of the min-
ers during strike of 1984-85, epito-
mised this approach. The support
from LGBTQ activists led the min-
ers’ union to campaign for repeal of
Thatcher’s homophobic Section 28.
He knew the shared enemy his com-
munity and the strikers faced.
Though the face has changed, that
enemy remains the same: the capi-
talist system which breeds exploita-
tion and oppression. 

In a world where LGBTQ+ people
are already arrested and executed in
many countries, simply for being
who we are, the need for global soli-
darity is a matter of life or death. We
need a Pride movement that doesn’t
shy away from building solidarity
and fighting for liberation for all, and
we need Pride protests not just in
every major city, but in as many
towns as possible. The development
of new Prides shows that is very pos-
sible today.

North: Pride goes rural — fight for LGBTQ+ liberation! 

South: Green TD embroiled in sexist WhatsApp
group scandal must go!

By Steph Lacey

IT WAs revealed in August
that misogynistic, sexist, and

threatening WhatsApp mes-
sages have been exchanged be-
tween a small number of men
and women interested in plan-
ning and heritage issues in lim-
erick city, one of whom was
limerick Green Party TD Brian
leddin. 

These horrific messages were pri-
marily aimed at an unnamed well-
known female professional and
Limerick city councillor Elisa O’-
Donovan. The attacks included mem-
bers of the group superimposing the
word ‘c***’ onto a photo of the un-
named woman and putting it as the
main photo of their group chat, with
one member stating that the photo is
their “new dartboard.” In a series of
vicious and threatening messages
they also said that they would throw
a grenade at the woman and that she
should be “incinerated”. Targeting
Cllr O’Donovan, they said:

“She must be ended.”
“As in sleeping with the fishes type

thing?”
“Yes”
“Haha fair enough. I know the per-

fect back garden.”
They called her a “c***” and made

jokes about her appearance. Brian
Leddin said she was fame hungry and
“unhinged”. They also made disgust-
ing sexual comments about how they
“nearly would if I was that drunk and
she didn’t talk.”

‘Apology’ not good enough
When his disgusting behaviour was
uncovered, Brian Leddin TD issued
an apology that Elisa O’Donovan
deemed “weak” and unconvincing.
Eamon Ryan when asked for com-
ment on the issue stated that:

“He has issued an apology which is
correct. There’s no space – no matter
whether it’s private, online, or a
WhatsApp message system – there’s
no space for any commentary that is
demeaning of the other person. So I
think he has rightly apologised.”
(Our emphasis) The Green Party has
also issued a statement essentially
confirming that no action will be
taken against Leddin. 

Victim blaming
Subsequent to his apology, Brian
Leddin TD has been quoted in the
Limerick Leader saying that, “I made
one comment which can be consid-
ered derogatory. It was about some-
body I had a personal relationship
with. My thinking wasn’t divorced
from the fact that I had a personal re-
lationship with that person which
ended quite badly.” 

This is victim-blaming! Trying to
contextualise his comments and be-
haviour on the basis that he had a
“personal relationship” with Cllr O’-
Donovan that “ended quite badly” is
a thinly-veiled attempt to imply that
she may have acted in a way that jus-
tified his comments. It proves his
apology is hollow. The Green Party
now has to reexamine the situation
with Brian Leddin TD – how can they
justify not sanctioning him now?

Brian Leddin position untenable
This kind of systemic sexism is one of
the reasons why members of ROSA
in Limerick held a peaceful and small
protest in March to highlight all
forms of sexism, misogyny and gen-
der violence. A member of ROSA has
been fined €500 for attending that
protest. A woman standing socially
distanced on the street and holding a
sign to try bring awareness to gender
violence will be penalised more by
the state than a public representative
involved in a group chat talking
about killing women.

There is a serious epidemic of sex-
ism and gender-based violence, the
UN has even referred to it as the
“shadow pandemic”, and the kind of
talk that was going on in that group

chat perpetuates it. The other mem-
bers of the group chat haven’t been
publicly named yet. They should be
named and shamed, and the Green
Party must insist that Brian Leddin
step down from his position as a TD
immediately.

Systemic sexism
Violent misogynistic language or
ideas don’t originate in someone’s
head from nowhere. Sexism is deeply
woven into the fabric of class society.
Despite many advances for women in
recent years and the general repul-
sion with all forms of oppression, sys-
temic sexism remains because
capitalism relies on division and the
unpaid care work of women, and
profits from their second-class status.

So, it’s hardly surprising, and perhaps
even telling, that supposed ‘liberal’, or
‘progressive’, but still pro-capitalist
politicians would employ such abu-
sive and violent language to denigrate
women they don’t agree with.

Ultimately attitudes such as these
will only be overcome through strug-
gle by a united movement of the
working-class majority and all op-
pressed people. Solidarity in struggle
smashed the 8th Amendment and
the ban on gay marriage in the south
of Ireland. The lesson is that we can-
not rely on politicians who refuse to
challenge the oppression and preju-
dices which are endemic under capi-
talism. We need our own political
movements and organisations, and a
socialist alternative.

ROSA - Socialist Feminist Movement held protests outside Green Party offices, including HQ in Dublin
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